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lionorable Robert 35, Mclismara
Secretary of Defense
Hashington, D, C.

Denr Bobi

After further review of our export control policy concerning color
television equipment, I have ooncluded that the U,S. Govermment
should continue its policy of denying exporte to the IBSR and the
Bastern Burcopesn countries of video tegpe recorders,; magnotic tape,
and technical data and machinery for the menufacture of these and
TV plicture tubes, all of which are under COCOM embargo. However,
wo should give favorsble conslderation to ezxporis 4o those destl-
nagtions of celor TV cameras, TV camera tubes, auxlllary studio
spparatus, TV teminal equipment, test equipment (except that wixich
is very advanced or multi-~purpose), color picture tubes, and TV
transmitters, all of which are controlled by the United States
mﬂ.laterally.

RCA and Ampex are pressing the Department of Commerce for an
immediate export licensing policy daclslon on this equipment,
Hevertheless, 1 shall defer msking my final decislon and com-
municating it to them for = few days in order that you and
Dean Fusk, to whom I am addressing an identical lstter, can

notify me of your concurrences,

You will recall that we discussed thle problem at the Export
Control Review Board (ECRB) meeting on March 12, 1965, We found
thet the video tgpe recorder incorporates advanced secret tech-
nology and involves a highly classified security problenm.
Because the recorder is under COCOM embargo, the Unlted States
nay not issues llicenses for 1ts export to bloc destlinations

thout obtaining prlor COCOM clearance. This requires wnanimous
agroament of the COCOM govermments. The United States would not
flout an objection ralsed by another COCOM govermment. However,
Administrative Principle Ho. 3 pormits govermnente to license
withoub prior COCOM clearznce an embargoed item when it 1s a
minor element of a conplete packaps. The ECKE consensus was
that the overall bemefits which the United States would be
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mlywmfmmmmw‘ of the 0,5, ¥71SC celor 7V
nmmmmmmmﬂw of our losing the strategic
taolnology, Accordingly, we ooncluded that the United States shonld
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docistion wos commmiicated to KCA offfcials on Moreh 15, 1965,

Under the present olremwstances, it a|ppears riate continue
our ﬁm:{:si poldey for COCOHM pood eqw?pw the
mmw. “his iz consistent with owr carifsr ECHB
decision, &inmthe%mwtadfwmmmw,
wmmlm&ranmms&@iﬁcmpouﬁmlmdw
mtsmmmmm@mmmwm to the United
5tamﬂmsalmmdmmaofoaqmmtam, The recordsr
incorporates secret advanced techmology; it has portant and
highly classified militery uses, Horeover, were the United States
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to sumit exceptions requests to UOCHH st this time, France or another
GO0 govervment might interposs oblection. In such an event, as

Dosn kusk statod at the ECRD meeting, owr Govermment would not want

to take wilstersl action. Even if wnanimous COCQH consent woe
ovtained for U.5. exports of recorders o the bloc, this might Jeopardize
our ebility t0 have the embargo retained when the 1965 COOMM ldet beview
tokes place in Pards in Hovewber, The lmportance of this TOCOH esbarge
is gvident from the faot that, although there have been rowrs to the
elfect that the recorder ecsbarge hss besn violated, these have not besn
confivaed to owr knowledge.

The rensining squipment is not wnder 0O00N embargt. Same 18 presently
esportable to Polend and Numania under genaral license, 8.g., color TV
cemers, TV terminal equipment. In ganeral, U,5, emport denial of the
residual eguipment s not effective sinve cooparable squipment is
available from poneU,5, saecss,

Sincorely yours,
Tates T onmor

Secrotary of Coemserce
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